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ABSTRACT 

This paper aims to investigate the potential of printed computer advertisements (between 1970 and 1990) in the 
development of communicative and written competence in English language along with teaching computer 
technologies. The research was conducted with 179 printed computer advertisements and the data was taken by 
the help of Abbyy Finereader and NoteTab software. The different words they contain were counted and grouped 
under the parts of speech. Findings have been compared to the same word count analysis conducted to French as 
a foreign language course book. The results show that the advertisements examined are very rich sources by 
means of linguistics and they can be employed in foreign language teaching classes as support material. At the 
same time, they can be used in technology classes as they contain chronological data. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Derived from the Latin word “ad vertere”, which means to turn toward, advertisement may not be considered as 
a new concept. Bhatia, (2000) claims that Egyptians used papyrus to make sales messages and wall posters. 
Commercial messages and political campaign displays have been found in the ruins of Pompeii and ancient 
Arabia. Lost and found advertising on papyrus was common in Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome. 
Advertisements have changed form and objective when we were introduced to mass media. In 21“ century, they 
are not just a tool of persuading potential customers to buy a product or service but also creating awareness or 
giving information about the products or service. According to James F. Kelly, advertising keeps a business's 
name in customers' minds, drives growth, builds the brand and has the potential to increase revenue. 

Cook, (1992) states that advertisements is a communication tool in almost all the modern communities. It is 
estimated that an average individual in the British communities watches 150.000 ads until the age of 35, and this 
is equal to 75.000 minutes or, in other words, 2 months. These kinds of statistics can be considered to be 
sufficient to show that ads are powerful and appealing communication tools. This linguistically rich combination 
of texts, pictures and metaphors is among the important authentic materials in teaching foreign languages. Kress 
& van Leeuwen (2006) states that visual structures as well as linguistic structures signify a certain interpretation 
and social interaction while mentioning the existence of visual codes and visual linguistics. The linguistic 
density of ads is higher than any other systems of written communication since they are required to deliver many 
messages within a limited time period. 

Kress and van Leeuwen (1996 cited by Najafian and Dabaghi, 2011) introduce the existence of a visual code or 
grammar of visual design. They believe that both visual structures and verbal structures can be used to 
express meanings drawn from common cultural sources. Like linguistic structures, visual structures point 
to particular interpretations of experience and forms of social interactions. 

Photographs, used in print advertisements, work as a system of signs that gives form and meaning to 
consciousness and reality. There are always two modes of communication in a printed advertisement; a verbal 
mode and a visual one, and which interact together. These two modes can be expressed through the different 
signs utilized like colors, typed words, and photographs. The more these signs used effectively, the more 
powerful the language become. (Najafian and Dabaghi, 2011, cited by Abdelnal & Sase, 2014). 

It is obvious that the recent studies on foreign language acquisition strategies focus on reinforcing learning by 
increasingly revealing the individual differences among students (Littlemore, 2001). In this regard, although 
there are many ways to separate the students such as age, gender, motivation, type of learning, the practices 
concentrated on revealing these through visual and metaphorical intelligence are particularly emphasized. 
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Informatics or foreign language as well as the use of visual materials are not new to the field of education and Pit 
Corder distinguished between the terms ‘speaking about pictures’ and ‘speaking with pictures’ with distinct 
examples. He preferred to use the picture for the language rather than use the language for the picture as in the 
classical approach. He supports the use of pictures to feature the language proficiency through questions such as 
‘Are you afraid of heights? or Have you ever been to the Eiffel Tower?’ rather than a student holding a picture of 
the Eiffel Tower and forming classical and descriptive sentences such as ‘This is the Eiffel Tower. It is located in 
Paris etc’ (Wright, 1989). Mishan regards printed, audial and/or visual advertisements which provide visual and 
cognitive advantages depending on the statistical structure of the picture as authentic materials involving 
sociological and pragmatic language variety. 


THE STUDY 

In this quantitative study, 179 randomly chosen printed computer and peripherals advertisements were used as 
data sources then the scanned forms of these advertisements were processed thorough optical character 
recognition. (OCR) To establish the best quality output, industry leader Ocr software, like Abbyy Finereader, 
were employed in this stage of data collection. After the scanned images of advertisements has been transformed 
to text files, they have been processed in NoteTab software to find out the number of different words used in 
advertisement along with the number of total words and characters with their occurrence frequencies. For parts 
of the speech analysis Open Xerox Service has been used. 

All of the advertisements chosen were suitable to be used as support materials in computer technology teaching 
classrooms as they share key information of their era. They may serve as good examples in the classroom 
especially in teaching computer history or chronology of a specific computer peripheral. Moreover, 
advertisements enable the students to observe how much the speed and ways of production have changed over 
the years as they offer extra information such as price, specifications, and areas of use. 


FINDINGS 

It is now obvious that natural language processing tools and automatically extracting linguistic information from 
a corpus text are very important elements of computational linguistics. In the past, part of speech tagging or 
word category disambiguation had to be done manually and that was a huge manual labor. Owing to 
improvements in software technology and powerful hardware of new computers, today it became a matter of 
seconds to gather the results from the part of speech tagging software. 


Table 1 Word counts and their occurrence rates for the advertisements. 


Part of speech Count Occurrence Frequency % 
Different Adjectives 501 1725 17,266 
Different Adverbs 117 578 5,785 
Different Conjunctions 15 533 5,335 
Different Nouns 1215 4015 40,186 
Different Prepositions 36 1044 10,449 
Different Pronouns 33 250 2,502 
Different Verbs 495 1846 18,477 
TOTAL 2412 9991 100 
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Graph 1 Graphic representation of parts of speech. 
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Table 1 and Graph | above show the word counts and their occurrence rates for the advertisements. It is found 
that 2412 of 9991 words included in advertisements were different from one another, thus the rate of unique 
words to the total is 24 % which can be accepted as high in terms of richness of a text. 50% of these unique 
words were found to be nouns, 21% were adjectives, 5% were adverbs, and the rate of prepositions were also 
21%. One the counting and tagging completed, we then jump to search for the technical terms related only to 
computer and information technologies in the established wordlist. 


Total of 233 unique words, which corresponds approximately 10% of the total words counted, were listed. 13% 
of these words were verbs, 21% were adjectives, 3% were adverbs and 63% were unique nouns. 


Part of speech Count Occurrence Frequency 
Different Adjectives 49 163 16,684 
Different Adverbs 6 9 0,921 
Different Nouns 147 678 69,396 
Different Verbs 31 127 12,999 
TOTAL 233 977 100 


Table 2 Word counts and their occurrence rates for computer and 
peripherals related technical terms 
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Graph 2 Graphic representation of part of speech 


CONCLUSION 

Since the advertisements are meant to express ideas and convince the target audience with as few words as 
possible, they are very rich patterns in terms of linguistics. They aim to include short and attention raising words 
which need to be easily kept in mind, so they contain a great deal of metaphors. 

In this study, it is found out that the number of the different word items in the advertisements analyzed is higher 
than the word items in an old regular French course book. Moreover, each and every word item included in the 
advertisements is selected thoroughly after a meticulous process to have a great impact on the target audience. 
The linguistic richness is also provided by avoiding the repetition to be able to create a text lightweight in size 
but large in meaning. 

According to The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, teaching a foreign language is 
not limited to course books, methods or other materials specially designed to be used in the classroom. Thus, the 
use of authentic materials is highly encouraged. In this regard, advertisements are rich authentic materials not 
only in terms of linguistics but also in terms of culture. This study shows that they can be used as support 
materials in foreign language learning classes when organizing writing and speaking activities. On the other 
hand, as the number of the unique words in advertisements is very high, in our study it was 2412, they can also 
be employed in vocabulary teaching activities. 

About 10% of the unique words in different categories of the advertisements used in our study were technical 
terms related to computer and peripherals which can support technology teaching in schools. The advertisements 
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also provide a chronological and historical perspective that the students may compare with today’s technological 
improvements. 

This study reveals that, either in foreign language or technology teaching, the old printed advertisements still 
represent huge support resources. 
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